LETTER TO CONGRESSPEROSN:
Please email or fax the following letter to your House of Representative or US Senator, contact information for your Congressperson is provided at http://pakpac.net/action3.asp
Honorable Congressperson:

As a constituent of yours, I would like to draw your attention to an international humanitarian crisis unfolding in the Swat valley in Pakistan. As a result of the military action against the menace of Taliban, an action with bipartisan support, has resulted in the displacement of a large number of innocent people. According to latest updates UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) have registered over 360,000 Internally Displaced Persons (IDP’s) in Pakistan. It is projected that given the intensity of the conflict about 1 million people are in danger of being displaced. This is will be the largest internal displacement of people in Pakistan’s history, and the second largest in the world, with the exception of Rwanda. These innocent victims of the Taliban instigated violence are fleeing their ancestral homes in most cases with nothing more than the clothes on their backs.  

http://www.unhcr.org/news/NEWS/4a0847362.html
These Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), who are not classified as refugees by the United Nations, have made a daring choice. Instead of remaining in their area and thus providing directly or indirectly support to the Taliban, they have given a huge sacrifice and taken an enormous risk by displaying their loyalty to a democratic Pakistan. We in the United States, need to make sure to demonstrate that their sacrifices are not in vain, and we stand with them in supporting freedom and democracy and ridding Pakistan of the evil of Talibanization. 

The most solid proof of this demonstration will be in the form of immediate financial support for this humanitarian cause. This will not only help in sustaining the domestic public support in Pakistan for the fight against the brutalities of Taliban, it will also provide a big boost to our standing in the region.  As you would recall, provision of helicopters by the United States in 2005 to help the victims of the massive earthquake in the Kashmir region in Pakistan resulted in enormous goodwill towards the United States. 

We must seize this opportunity to win the hearts and minds of these victims of Taliban by providing them with humanitarian aid above and beyond what has already been promised. History will not judge us fairly, if we abandon these people, and not do what is morally right but strategically appropriate as well.  

The United States government has so far pledged $4.9 million in immediate aid, which while welcome is very inadequate, as it is equivalent to less than $5 per person and can hardly support someone in a meaningful manner. 

I strongly appeal to you to kindly initiate action for appropriating additional humanitarian aid to Pakistan. As you would agree that $5 per person is not enough for those who have sacrificed everything in supporting a cause that we all believe in. A study of rehabilitation costs for similarly displaced persons puts the tag at $1000 per person. I request you to increase humanitarian aid to Pakistan to that level.

I would be happy to provide any additional information that your office may require.

Sincerely,

