 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Tragedy in Kashmir & Pakistan
In the office
Everyone is important in a Congressional office, so SMILE and be POLITE
You are here today to speak on the humanitarian crisis in Pakistan and Kashmir, stay focused.
If a staff member or Member of Congress asks you any questions outside of the disaster relief (women’s rights, nuclear weapons, etc) reiterate you are here today only to speak on earthquake disaster relief.
Keep it simple and stay to the point, the meeting should be at most 15 minutes.
Backround
3 million are without shelter, and it is estimated that 80,000 dead and maybe another 80,000 will die from disease, starvation, and freezing temperatures
Harsh Himalayan winter will be at its peak shortly leaving up to 10 ft of snow in the area
Relay that we understand America has been through a lot with the recent disasters (Tsunami, Katrina, Rita, Wilma) yet donor fatigue cannot be an excuse at the cost of hundreds of thousands of lives.
Moreover, Kashmir and Pakistan are special because (outside of the chai and Cashmere sweaters) 

· Pakistan is a key player on the War on Terror
· It is appropriate policy to help an ally when they are facing a humanitarian crisis
· Give the US a better image in Muslim world
Current situation
The President has given $50 million in emergency appropriations and they only have $10 million left.  

The President recently named five Fortune 500 CEOs to solicit private sector donations and some fear the President is passing the responsibility to the private sector

Last week the Bush administration pledged $150 million, however, it will take the President to write an emergency appropriation bill and the Congress has to pass it. 



A resolution has been introduced.

It is NOT an appropriation bill rather it is a resolution of Congress for extra funding

Show them the resolution
Ask Staffer or Member of Congress that:
· We want their Member of Congress to sign on the to H.Res.XXX

· We want a pledge that their Member will vote “yes” on any emergency appropriation for Pakistan and Kashmir. 
· Have their bosses ask the President for an emergency appropriations bill

· Urge them for hearings on the disaster 
· Members of Congress can do one minute House floor speeches on this tragedy 

· Tell them to put on their website a link to the Red Cross, encouraging donations from constituents for earthquake relief. 
· Be sure to get their business cards and write them a thank you email or letter.
· Follow up if their boss has indeed signed on to the resolution. 


